
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Johanna Schmitz       

Department: Theater & Dance      Phone Number: (618) 650-3133 

E-mail Address: johasch@siue.edu                  Campus Box: 1777 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
7+ 

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   THEA 390, 399, 490 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 3+ 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

My office, 1037 Dunham Hall; perhaps also The IRIS Center in Peck Hall 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The Rose Theatre in London is the only Elizabethan playhouse we will ever be able to fully excavate. It was 

discovered by accident in 1989 and I have created and maintain an archive from then to the present for the Rose 

Theatre Trust. Plans are underway to complete the excavation in 2017 and redesign the site as a museum and theater 

for public access, education and performance. The paper archive is housed in London; I am creating a digital archive 

at SIUE. Both will preserve this period of theater history for scholars interested in Elizabethan and theater history, 

architecture, archaeology, urban planning and policy, Shakespeare Studies and performance theory. This URCA 

assistant may also help with the final stages of the Shakespeare2016 online archive for the 400th anniversary of 

Shakespeare's death. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

This URCA assistant will be integral in the building of a scholarly archive for public use. This work involves 

scanning, labeling, cataloguing, and filing primary and secondary sources in both paper and digital formats using 

Adobe Acrobat 7 and Omeka archiving software (no previous experience necessary). Tracking social media and 

related online resources may be part of the project if the student is interested. Students should have excellent 

language skills and enjoy solving mysteries that arise from missing or conflicting historical information. A 

significant portion of the work to be undertaken involves putting hundreds of press clippings into chronological 

order. Scanning primary sources and processing digital video will also be part of the work. In brief, I have a big pile 

of interesting stuff gathered during my work in London that needs to be organized. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

This URCA position will help build the Rose Theatre archive which is directly related to my book project on the 

story of the Rose since its discovery and preservation. The URCA assistant will both create a scholarly resource and 

support my scholarly writing on the Rose as a scheduled ancient monument. Both endeavors will inform information 



presented to the public who visit the Rose site after its refurbishment underway this year as I am a consultant for the 

new exhibition space at the theater. The student will learn archiving strategies, follow a line of scholarly inquiry, and 

help to preserve the story of the Rose Theatre (1587-c.1605) for scholarly investigation. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

The schedule is somewhat flexible. The best days with fewest conflicts for me will be Wednesdays and Fridays this 

Spring 2017. Students may also be able to work some of the URCA hours on their own schedule, as they find most 

convenient. 

  

 


